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COUNCIL PAPERS 169&-1701. 

(From the Original in the Virginia State Library.) 



(continued.) 



W™ Popple to the Governor of Virginia? 

Whitehall August y 20 th 1701 
Sir 

I have laid yo r Letter to me of the 24 th June before the Lords 
Commissioners for Trade and plantacons, who take the direc- 
tions given you by their Order in my Lett' of the 21" August 
last to be very plain, and have not ordered me to add anything 
further upon those Subjects. As to Lett" or other papers that 
you may have occasion to send them, the main thing to be ob- 
served is, that they may be so writt, folded, or ruled that they 
may be afterwards bound up in bookes in such manner that 
the writing may be read without tearing. Whether the paper 
be large or Small, and the particular way of folding or ruling 
according to the nature of each particular business, they T eave 
to yo r Self. However when M r Perry calls here, I shall direct 
him where he may be furnished with all Sorts that may be use- 
full to you either for one occasion or other. 

Since the writing of their Lordships lett* of this date I have 
understood from M r Perry that the Order for constituting M r 
Lewis Burwell of the Council of Virginia was taken out by 
Sir Jeffery Jefferys, and probably sent to himself: but I shall 
shortly know more particularly, and mind S r Jefferey that if 
it have miscarried another may be sent. lam 
S' 

Yo r most obedient humble Servant 
W" Popple 
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The Court op Admiralty in Virginia. 

Whitehall March y» 16 th 170H 

S' 

Being directed by an order of Council to send to y e Governors 
of her Matys plantacons for an acco* whether the Courts of 
Admiralty there are established by vertue of the power given 
them by the Commission they receive from y* Lords Comm" 
of the Admiralty or by vertue of a Clause under the great Seal 
of England impowering them to erect the s d Courts of Admiralty : 
we send you here inclosed a copy of the said order that you 
may thereby understand the ground of the enquiry, and ac- 
cordingly return to us the account demanded with relation to 
her Maj"" Colony & Dominion of Virginia under yo r Governm*. 
So we bid you heartily farewell. 

Yo' very loving friends 
Stamford W m Blathwayt 

Lexington Jno Pollexf en 

Ph: Meadows Mat Prior 



In obedience to an order of his Ex ey in Council we have 
considered the establishment of the Vice Admiralty Court 
in this her Matys Colony & Dominion of Virg'a & do find that 
the s d Court of Vice Admiralty was established here by Com- 
mission granted to Edw* 1 Hill Esq' Judge of the s d Court from 
his Ex" S' Edm d Andross Kn* his late Maj*'" Lieu* & Gov* 
Gen'll of Virg'a under his hand & Seal dated y* 8 th day of 
March 1697 by vertue of a Commission directed to y' s d S' Edm d 
Andros from under y a great Seal of the high Court of Admiralty 
of England dated y* 26 th day of June 1697 w oh is humbly re- 
ported by 

W m Leigh 

Miles Cary 
July 15 th 1702 
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Governor and Council of Virginia to the King. 

To the Kings most Excellent Majestie. 

William the third by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging, 
King, Defender of the faith &c. 
Dread Soveraign 

We your Matys most humble and obedient Subjects Yo' 
Governor and Council of this yo' ancient Colony and Domin- 
ion of Virginia from a deep Sense of Loyalty and allegiance to 
yo r Maty as to our rightfull and Lawfull Prince, and of Love 
and gratitude as to our Chief Deliverer and Benefactor under 
God, Humbly beg Leave upon this occasion to joine with yo* 
other Loyal Subjects of our mother Kingdom of England in assur- 
ing yo r Maty that we do exceedingly resent the injustice and in- 
dignity offered to yo r Royal Crown & person as well as the 
attempt made upon our Religion, Laws, and libertys by the 
late unaccountable action of the French King in owning and 
declaring the pretended Prince of Wales to be King of England, 
Scotland and Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging. 
And though we can not pretend to the wisdom to direct your 
Councils, nor to y* wealth necessary for the execution of y' 
great Designs on this important occasion; Yet we pray yo r 
Majesty to believe that we shall always be ready in our 
several places and Stations to use our utmost and most 
hearty endeavors, joined with our fervent prayers to Almighty 
God for the Support of yo r Matys person and Government 
against the attempt of the French King, the pretended 
Prince of Wales and all other yo r Enemys whatsoever, 
ffi: Nicholson 

E Jenings 
J Lightfoot 
Matthew Page 
James Blair 

Virginia at his Matys 

Royal College of William & Mary, 

March 12 th 170^ 
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J. Vernon to Governor Nicholson. 

Whitehall 11 August 1701 
Sir 

Having the opportunity of yo' old friend S' Thomas Lawrence 
(*) return to Maryland I would not ommitt acknowledging 
the receipt of yo* Letter of the 24 th of June, w oh I have lately 
received. I am very glad to find by yo r Letter to the Council 
of Trade that things are in so good a posture in yo r Government. 
I know you will use the utmost care that they may continue 
so, and I am glad to find that yo r endeavors meet with so 
general an Approbation. I desire you to believe that I will 
serve you to y* best of my power upon all occasions, who am 
S' 

Yo' most faithfull humble Servant 

Ja: Vernon 

Directed 

To Francis Nicholson Esq r 
his Matys Lieu* and Govern' 
Gen'll of his Matys Co ony 
and Dominion of Virginia in 
America 



Archbishop of Canterbury to Governor Nicholson. 

November 10, 1701 
Sir 

I count myself very unfortunate in having my letters mis- 
carried, and perhaps that may be yo r Excellencys case too. 
I have in one Lett' to yo' Excellency sent my thanks to the 
College for their respect, assuring them of my good offices to 
my power and desiring instructions about my Office that I 
might be the more serviceable. In another I gave an acco' 

(* ) Sir Thomas Lawrence, Bart, was for a number of years a resident o 
Maryland. He died without issue in April 1714 (the title becoming 
extinct) and was buried at Chelsea, England. 
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of 5001i P annum out of Ireland to be disposed of by you for 
the good of the French Colony (f). In another I sent the 
King's letter w eh I obtained in behalf of D r Blair in order to 
his being of the Council. In another I sent another Lett' 
from the King w oh I knew was agreeable to yo* desire in order 
to the quickening Subscribers &c of the receipt of these I have 
had no notice at all to the best of my memory. I fear 
they or the answers to them may have been lost. I have some 
Bookes for yo r Library but have not sent them yet with respect 
to the Juncture. Nevertheless what is delayed is not designed 
not to be perform'd. I have here inclosed a copy of a Charter 
(t) w oh we have lately obtained I hope God will give good suc- 
cess to it. T'is desired that yo' Excellency will give leave that 
we may chuse you a member, and indeed I believe that (3) 'tis 
designed to be done at next meeting, and I hope it will not be 
disagreeable to you. Our Society have a great and just esteem 
for yo* Excellency, and amongst them none more than 

S' 

Yo r Assured friend 
Tho: Cantuar. 
Directed 

To his Exceir < " Coll'o Nicholson his Matys Governor of Vir- 
ginia. 



H. Crow to the Governor of Virginia. 

S' 

My Lady Duchess (i. e. the Duchess Dowager of Beaufort) 
and some of her friends being disposed to contribute a Sum of 
money of about 100 or 150 lbs towards the promoting of piety 
in yo* province and being desirous it should be disposed of only 
by yo* Self in such manner as you shall Judge most convenient 
for that end. Her Grace desires you will let her know the 

(t) "The French Colony' ' was the Huguenot Settlement in Virginia. See 
the "Huguenot Emigration," Vol. V, va. Historical Society Collections. 

(J) This was the charter for "The Society for Propagating Christian 
Knowledge," in regard to which frequent references are made in papers 
in this instalment. 
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way you would advise, for Laying out the said Sum, whether 
in Bookes or in other charity, If the former, her Grace thinks 
they may best be had here in England, and in that case that 
you would please to send a List of such as may be thought 
most proper to be made use of. But that the money or goods 
shall be remitted you (of whom they have heard so great a 
Character for promoting the interest of the Church of England, 
and of whom they have so just an Esteem) by such way and 
hand, as you shall advise and prescribe, 
I am with all imaginable respect 

S' 

Yo r most humble & obedient Servant 

H:Crow 
Badminton 7 th September 1701. 



Part of a Letter from Thomas Bray D. D., to his excbl- 
L oy Francis Nicholson Esq' &c. 

10 th October 1700 
May it please yo r Excellency 

You will find amongst the inclosed a Letter from our Society 
for propagating Christian knowledge into which four Bishops 
are entered besides several other considerable persons, and a 
vast deal of good is doing by them. We are now forming 
Correspondencys not only in every County of England & Ire- 
land, but in Holland, Germany and Swisterland, and this at 
y* motion of some great men abroad who desire to be taken in. 
I ventured to propose yo' Excellency, whom they all thought 
a most proper person, I hope I have not disobliged you therein, 
when you write let it be to the Society as Such, and direct to 
Serjeant Hook at his house in Bell Yard near Lincolns Inn, 
for I believe we shall change our Secretary. I am with much 
passion and all possible respect 
S' 
Yo r Excell•> r • most obedient & obliged Servant 

Thomas Bray. 
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John Chamberlayne to Governor Nicholson. 

30 th October 1700 

S' 

The Singular character which the hon'ble Society for propa- 
gating knowledge have received of yo' Excellency especially 
on the account of yo' noble Enterprises in laying the founda- 
tion for y e same over the whole Continent of North America, 
makes them ambitious to have you a Member, and if you will 
please to acquaint them wherein they can be serviceable to 
yo' great designs, either in yo r own Government, or in those 
other Infant Churches which you do so nobly patronize, you 
will find them not wanting to answer yo r Expectacons to the 
utmost of their interest and ability. 

The main part of their design with relation to America, is 
to assist Dr. Bray in the raising of Libraries for the Clergy, and 
in distributing practical Bookes among the Laity. The for- 
mer of these seems to be so particularly wanted as an en- 
couragement to be given to Ministers to go into those parts, 
where as yet scarcely any other encouragem* can be procured 
for them, that they fear they shall not be in any Capacity to 
serve the Clergy of Virginia in that respect so soon as they 
could wish, nor indeed can they do much in the latter in this 
their Infancy, and under the great charges they are at, at pres- 
ent as well at home as abroad. However as a Testimony of 
their good will they have sent by M r Andrews a small Specimen 
to be distributed at the discretion of yo r Excellency. They 
are very confident it will be very pleasing to so publick a spirited 
person as yo r self to hear of any progress towards the amend- 
ment of a very bad world and therefore have sent you the 
account of those several Societys with us, and of what is done 
by them in pursuance of that blessed end. S r It is high time 
that the few good people w oh seem to be left should know and 
mutually support one another in such great difficulties as do ever 
attend the attempt of destroying Satans kingdom more than any 
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other Enterprises, and therefore they hope you will readily 
add yo'self for those purposes to y* Society. I am 
S r 
Yo r Excellencys Most humble Servant 

Jno. Chamberlayne. 
By the order of the Society for propagating Christian knowl- 
edge. 



Duke of Leeds to the Earl of Jersey. 

Wimbledon July y 11 th 1701. 
My Lord 

I am ashamed to give yo r Lordship any trouble of this Kind, 
but it is at y* request of Collo Nicholson who is Governor of 
Virginia, who is a man so remarkably deserving in all kinds 
wherein he is instructed, that I know nobody who deserves 
more encouragement from the Government, and it would be 
better for England if the care of the Western Colonies were 
all put into such carefull hands. 

His request is that some suitable Imployment might be 
found for this bearer Joseph Man who hath been very service- 
able to y* Collonel on sev'll occasions and particularly in taking 
the ship Lepace with diverse pirates on board many of which 
hath been lately executed here, and the said M r Man being 
informed that a Messenger place is likely to be vaccant in 
some short time, he hath solicited me to write to yo* Lord'p 
in his behalf for that Vaccancy when it happens and he informs 
me that the Archbishop of Canterbury will joine in his sollicita- 
tions to yo r Lord'p. I am 

My Lord 
Yo r Excell C3r ' most obedient Servant 

Leeds. 

Directed 

For his Excellcy 

The Earl of Jersey Lord Chamberlayne 

of his Matys houshold at 

Whitehall 
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Commission of Trade to 

Whitehall November y» 4 th 1701. 
Sir 

We send you herein inclosed the copy of a petition with an 
Affidavit made upon it relating to five Seamen taken by a pi- 
rate out of the John Gaily, and (as is believed) forcibly detained. 
That in case any of them shall happen to arrive in his Matys 
Colony and Dominion of Virginia under yo r Government You 
may have such regard to this Testimony of their innocence 
as after other due examination shall appear reasonable. So 
we bid you heartily farewell. 

Yo r very Loving friends 
Stamford 
Ph: Meadows 
John Pollexen 
Abr. Hill 
Mat Prior 



To the Right Hon'ble the Lords Commissioners for Trade 

AND PLANTACONS. The PETITION OF BENJAMIN WAY OF 

London Merchant. 

Sheweth 

That whereas the Ship John Gaily Thomas Warren Master 
on a Voyage to Madagascar and other places in India was in 
the Lat e of 36 d South on the 9 th of April 1701 Surprized and 
taken by the Ship John late of London 200 Tunns 20 Gunns 
about 60 men one Juett a Frenchman Commander, and plun- 
dered of Cargo Stores and provisions, and after being detained 
four days, on the 13 th Suff erred to depart, but Henry Barckley 
Surgeon, Joseph Bartholomew Carpenter, Thomas Jones, Henry 
Cosser, and William Crawford Sailors were forcibly Stopt and 
kept on board the Pirate Wherefore I yo r petitioner pray yo r 
Honours that some notice may be given to the several Governors 
of his Matys plantacons and Colonys abroad that if the said 
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Ship be taken or come in those five innocent men may not be 

treated as Criminals. 

And yo r pet* shall ever pray &c. 

London ^ Octo* 1701 

Thomas Warren Master of the above ship John Galley ap- 
peared before me and made Oath that the five named in the 
above petition were as he verily believes forcibly Stopt by the 
pirates as above is declared. 
London October 8 th 1701. 

Jurat 9 die Octobe Am Dui 1701 Coram me 

Thomas Abney Mayor. 



Proclamation of the Death of King William and the 
Accession of Queen Anne. 

After our very hearty Commendacons. It having pleased 
Almighty God to take to his mercy out of this troublesome 
Life our late Sovereign Lord King William the third of most 
blessed memory and thereupon her Royal Majesty Queen Anne 
being here proclaimed We have thought fitt to signify the same 
unto you with directions that with the Assistance of the Council 
and other principal Officers and Inhabitants of Virginia you 
proclaim her most sacred Majesty according to the Forme here 
inclosed with the solemnitys and Ceremonies requisite on the 
like occasions And we do further transmitt unto you her Matys 
most gracious proclamacon Signifying her Matys pleasure 
that all men being in Office of Government at the decease of 
the late King shall so continue as during his late Matys Life 
untill her Matys pleasure be further known which we do in 
like manner will and Require you forthwith to cause to be 
proclaimed in the Chief place or places within yo* Government: 
And so not doubting of yo* ready complyance herein We bid 
you very heartily farewell. 
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From the Council Chamber at S' James's the 11 th day of March 

1701. 

Yo r very Loving friends 
Tho Cantuar Scarbrough 

N. Wright C S Somersett P 

Devonshire Stamford 

Carlisle E M Oxford 

Burlington Ferrers 

Manchester John Povey 

Forme of Proclaiming her Majestie 

Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to call to his mercy 
our late Soveraign Lord King William y" third of blessed mem- 
ory; by whose decease the Imperial Crowns of England Scot- 
land France & Ireland as also the surpreme Dominion & sov- 
ereign Right of this Colony & Dominion of Virginia, and all 
other his late Majestys Territorys and Dominions in America 
are solely and rightfully come to the high and mighty princess 
Anne of Denmark: We therefore the Governor, Council & 
Burgesses & Clergy, with the Rector, Trustees, Govern', presi- 
dent, Masters & Scholars of the Royal College of William & 
Mary, & Militia, & Inhabitants of James City and York Coun- 
ties in this Colony & Dominion, Do now hereby with one full 
voice & consent of tongue & heart publish and proclaim That 
the high and Mighty Princess Anne is now by the death of our 
late Sovereign of happy memory become our only Lawfull and 
Rightfull leige Lady Anne by the Grace of God Queen of Eng- 
land Scotland France & Ireland Defender of the Faith, Supreme 
Lady of the Colony Dominion & Plantation of Virginia and all 
other his late Majestys Territorys and Dominions in America 
&c to whom we do acknowledge all faith and constant obedience, 
with all hearty & humble affection, Beseeching God, by whom 
Kings & Queens de Reign, to bless the Royal Queen Anne with 
long & happy years to reign over us. 

God Save Queen Anne 

By the Queen A Proclamation 
Anne R. 
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Proclamation Containing Civil and Military Commissions. 

For as much as it hath pleased Almighty God lately to call 
unto his infinite mercy the most high & mighty Prince William 
the third of most blessed memory; And whereas by an act of 
parliament made in the seventh year of the Reign of the s d late 
King, It is Enacted that no Commission either Civil or Military 
should cease, determine or be void by reason of the Death or 
Demise of his said late Majesty or of any of his Heirs or Suc- 
cessors, Kings or Queens of th s Realm, but that every such 
Commission should be, continue, & remain in full force & vir- 
tue for the space of six moneths next after any such death or 
Demise uness in the mean time Superseeded, determined or 
made void by the next & immediate Successor to whom the 
Imperial Crown of this Realm according to the Act of Settle- 
ment therein mentioned is limitted & appointed to go, remain 
& defend : The Queens most Excellent Majesty, in her princely 
wisdom & care of the State (Reserving to her own Judgment 
hereafter the Reformation and Redress of any abuses in mis- 
government upon due knowledge & examination thereof) is 
pleased & doth hereby Signify and Declare, That all Commis- 
sions both Civil and Military granted by his said late Majesty 
and in force at the time of his death, shall be continue & re- 
main in full force & Virtue, and that all persons that at the 
time of the decease of the ate King, were duly and lawfully 
possest of or invested in any Office or place of authority or 
Government either Civil or Military within his Majesty's 
Realms of England, Ireland, the Islands of Jersey and Guernsey, 
Sark or Alderney or within his Maj"" Colonys & plantacons 
in America and namely all Governors Lieutenants or Deputy 
Governors, Councellors, Judges, Justices, provost Marshals, 
Sheriffs Justices of the peace and all others in place of Govern- 
ment either meaner or Superior as aforesaid, and all other 
Officers and Ministers, shall be and hold themselves continued 
in the said places & Offices under the same condition as formerly 
they held & enjoyed the same untill her Majestys pleasure 
be further known, or that other provision be made, pursuant 
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to his late Majestys Commissions and instructions to h's Gov- 
ernors & Officers of the Islands Colonys & plantacons aforesaid : 
And that in the meanwhile for the preservation of the State, 
and necessary proceedings in matters of Justice, and for the 
safety and service of the State, all the said persons of what- 
soever degree or condition may not fail every one severally 
according to his place, office or charge to proceed in the perform- 
ance of all dutys thereunto belonging, as formerly appertained 
to them while the late King was living: And further her Maj- 
esty doth hereby will and Command all and singular her High- 
ness Subjects of what Estate, dignity or degree they or any of 
them be, to be aiding helping and assisting and at the command- 
ments of the said Officers and Ministers in the performance and 
execution of the said Offices and places as they and every of 
them tender her Majestys pleasure, and will answer the con- 
trary at their utmost peril. And further her Matys will and 
pleasure and express command is that all orders or directions 
made or given by the late King of most blessed memory, the 
Lords of his privy Council or his late Majestys principal 
Secretarys of State or other legal authority derived from his 
said Majesty in his Lifetime shall be obeyed & performed by 
all and every person and persons, and all any every thing and 
things to be done thereupon shall proceed as fully and amply 
as the same should have been obeyed or done in the life of the 
said late King untill her Majestys pleasure be further known 
thereupon. 

Given at the Court at S* James's the. 9 th day of March in the 
first year of her Matys Reign of England Scotland France and 
Ireland and other her Matys Territorys & Dominions. 
God Save the Queen. 

(to be continued) 



